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1
VARIABLE FOCUS LENS SYSTEM

REFERENCE TO GOVERNMENT GRANT

This invention was made with government support under
0OD008678 awarded by the National Institute of Health and
0745000 awarded by the National Science Foundation. The
government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to optic devices and, in
particular, to variable-focus lenses such as microlenses that
are driven by electrowetting.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Microlenses are becoming increasingly important compo-
nents in miniaturized optical systems. Known microlenses
can be either tunable for variable-focus or made on curved
surfaces, such as on spherical surfaces of artificial compound
eyes, but not both. Some variable-focus microlenses are tun-
able based on phase modulation but are capable of only rela-
tively small magnitudes of change in the focal lengths due to
material properties. Other variable-focus microlenses are tun-
able based on pressure but require complex external mechani-
cal control systems and are difficult to incorporate into lens
arrays.

Liquid-based variable-focus microlenses have been used in
photonics, display, and biomedical systems because they do
not require complicated mechanical systems for tuning, but
are limited to use on rigid flat surfaces. For example, elec-
trowetting microlenses are typically fabricated on rigid flat
substrates, such as glass, silicon and polyethylene terephtha-
late, making them incompatible with curved surfaces.
Attempts have been made to provide liquid-based variable-
focus microlenses that are tunable based on actuation by
thermo-sensitive hydrogels on curved surfaces, but these have
proven to be overly complicated and suffer long response
time due to their temperature dependant actuation mecha-
nisms.

Therefore, it is a primary object and feature of the present
invention to provide a variable-focus lens system having an
electrowetting liquid lens arranged in a lens assembly that is
flexible and can be smoothly wrapped onto the curved sur-
face.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention to
provide avariable-focus lens system having an electrowetting
liquid lens arranged on a curved surface and defining a rela-
tively short tuning response time.

Itis a still further object and feature of the present invention
to provide a variable-focus lens system having an electrowet-
ting liquid lens arranged in a lens assembly that is flexible and
made using low-temperature fabrication processes.

In accordance with the present invention, a variable-focus
lens system is provided that includes a lens assembly having
an electrowetting liquid lens for providing a variable-focus
characteristic to the variable-focus lens system. The elec-
trowetting liquid lens includes a first liquid and a second
liquid abutting and immiscible with respect to the first liquid
so as to define a curved interface between the first and second
liquids. The electrowetting lens may be a microlens such that
the lens assembly defines a microlens assembly. The curved
interface defines a radius of curvature responsive to an elec-
trical stimulus to vary the radius of curvature for tuning a
focal length of the electrowetting liquid lens so as to provide
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a variable-focus characteristic to the variable-focus lens sys-
tem. The lens assembly includes a container body having a
cup defining a chamber therein for housing the electrowetting
liquid lens and a flexible base substrate arranged below and
supporting the container body. The flexible base substrate is
movable between a first position wherein the flexible base
substrate defines a substantially planar profile shape and a
second position wherein the flexible base substrate defines a
substantially curved profile shape. This may allow the lens
assembly to be manufactured as generally flat components
while being sufficiently flexible to allow the lens assembly to
be smoothly wrapped onto or incorporated into a curved
surface, such as a hemispherical surface, for use. This may
offer relatively improving the field of view characteristics and
enhance creation of three-dimensional effects by way of the
variable-focus lens system.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
optic device defines a curved surface and the lens assembly is
arranged upon the curved surface of the optic device. The
optic device may include at least a portion of a spherical
surface and the lens assembly may be arranged upon the optic
device such that the flexible base substrate conforms to at
least a portion of the spherical surface of the optic device. The
flexible base substrate may curve about multiple axes for
conforming to the spherical surface of the optic device. This
may allow the variable-focus lens system to include a lens
assembly that is arranged upon a camera lens such as a cel-
Iular telephone camera lens or an endoscope lens. This may
also allow the variable-focus lens system to include a lens
assembly that is arranged upon a contact lens which may be
usable for treating vision conditions such as presbyopia.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
container body of the lens assembly includes multiple sup-
ports extending over the flexible base substrate and outwardly
from the cup in different directions. The cup of the container
body may include a side wall defining a closed-perimeter
shape, such as a generally circular outer perimeter shape, of
the cup and the multiple supports may extend radially from
the outer perimeter of the cup. The cup side wall may define
an inner circumferential surface. An electrode layer, a dielec-
tric layer, and a hydrophobic coating layer may be arranged
between the electrowetting liquid lens and the inner circum-
ferential surface of the cup side wall. An upper surface of the
flexible base substrate may support the electrowetting liquid
lens from below and the hydrophobic coating layer may trans-
versely support the electrowetting liquid lens. This may allow
for a lens assembly with a flexible base substrate that can
smoothly conform to curved surfaces.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a first
electrode may be defined at the electrode layer and a second
electrode may be arranged upon the flexible base substrate for
electrically communicating with the electrowetting liquid
lens. The second electrode may be arranged concentrically
inward of the first electrode layer at a central location within
the chamber in which the electrowetting liquid lens is housed.
This may allow for a lens assembly that has a compact con-
struction that may provide short response times and low elec-
trical power consumption and may be robust under voltage
cycling.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
flexible base substrate may define an inner segment arranged
below the cup of the container body and multiple flaps
extending outwardly from the flexible base substrate inner
segment. In this way, the multiple flaps may be respectively
arranged below the multiple supports of the container body.
This may provide spaces between adjacent flaps of the flex-
ible base substrate that accommodate wrapping the flexible
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base substrate, which may have been manufactured as a flat
component, over a curved surface without wrinkling and
while presenting a relatively large surface area at an interface
through which the lens assembly may engage an optic device.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
container body and the flexible base substrate may be made
from a soft polymer material, such as a polydimethylsiloxane
(PDMS) material. The flexible base substrate may be thinner
than the container body so that the flexible base may be
relatively more compliant or more readily deformable than
the container body. This may allow for a lens assembly with
a flexible base substrate that can smoothly conform to curved
surfaces.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a
method of making a variable-focus lens system includes
forming a flexible base substrate from a soft polymer mate-
rial.

A container body is formed that may have a cup defining a
chamber therein. The container body may be arranged rela-
tive to the flexible base substrate such that the container body
extends away from the flexible base substrate. An electrowet-
ting liquid lens is provided in the chamber of the cup of the
container body. The electrowetting liquid lens includes a first
liquid and a second liquid abutting and immiscible with
respect to the first liquid so as to define a curved interface
between the first and second liquids. The curved interface
defines a radius of curvature responsive to an electrical stimu-
lus to vary the radius of curvature for tuning a focal length of
the electrowetting liquid lens. This provides a variable-focus
characteristic to the variable-focus lens system. The lens
assembly may be arranged upon a curved surface of an optic
device such that the flexible base substrate of the lens assem-
bly bends to conform to a profile shape of the curved surface
of'the optic structure. This may allow for a lens assembly with
a flexible base substrate that can smoothly conform to curved
surfaces.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
container body is formed from a prepolymer mixture that is
cured at a curing temperature. At least one of a conductive
film layer, a dielectric layer, and a hydrophobic coating layer
may be applied to the container body at an application tem-
perature that is lower than the curing temperature. Each of the
conductive film layer, dielectric layer, and hydrophobic coat-
ing layer may be applied to an inner circumferential surface of
a side wall of the container body cup at the application tem-
perature that is lower than the curing temperature. The curing
temperature may be less than about 80 degrees C. and the
coating temperature may be less than about 40 degrees C.
This may allow a lens assembly to be made using low-tem-
perature fabrication processes that can reduce stress(es) on
components of the lens assembly during fabrication and may
correspondingly avoid damage to such polymer-based com-
ponents during fabrication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings furnished herewith illustrate a preferred con-
struction of the present invention in which the above advan-
tages and features are clearly disclosed as well as others
which will be readily understood from the following descrip-
tion of the illustrated embodiment.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is apictorial view of a schematic representation of a
camera system incorporating a variable-focus lens system in
accordance with the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is a pictorial view of a schematic representation of a
contact lens incorporating a variable-focus lens system in
accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a lens assembly of a
variable-focus lens system in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a variant of the lens
assembly of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a fabrication process for making
lens assembly of a variable-focus lens system in accordance
with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring to FIG. 1, a variable-focus lens system 5 is shown
that includes a lens assembly 7 which provides electrowet-
ting-based variable-focus characteristics to the variable-fo-
cus lens system 5. Lens assembly 7 is shown as defining a
microlens assembly, although may be larger, that is arranged
upon a curved mounting surface 8. In this embodiment, the
curved mounting surface 8 is defined upon an optic device 9,
although the curved mounting surface 8 may define other
non-flat curvilinear surfaces. Optic device 9 is shown here as
being a camera system, although optic device 9 may be some
other device such as a contact lens, as described in greater
detail elsewhere herein. This camera system embodiment of
the optic device 9 shown in FIG. 1 may be incorporated into
a variety of suitable camera systems. Such camera systems
may include small cameras incorporated into medical devices
such as endoscopes, consumer electronic devices such as
cellular telephone cameras, laboratory devices such as cam-
eras usable with microfluidic devices and lab-on-a-chip
devices, and various military camera applications. The optic
device9 includes a curved surface 11 which may be defined as
a hemispherical or other curvilinear surface of the lens 13 of
the optic device 9 and to which the lens assembly 7 conforms.
The optic device 9 includes a control system 15 for control-
ling the electrowetting-based variable-focus characteristics
of the variable-focus lens system 5. The control system 15
includes a controller 17, a power supply 19, and various
sensors 21 that are operably connected to respective ones of
each other by way of conductors 23. The sensor(s) 21 may
include infrared and/or other sensors detecting operating
characteristics of the variable-focus lens system 5 to allow the
controller 17 to control the lens assembly 7 for auto-focusing
the variable-focus lens system 5. The controller 17 may estab-
lish and modulate a voltage across an electrowetting liquid
lens 25 of the lens assembly 7 so as to control the electrowet-
ting-based variable-focus characteristics of the variable-fo-
cus lens system 5, as described in greater detail elsewhere
herein.

Still referring to FIG. 1, the lens assembly 7 includes a
container body 27 and a flexible base substrate 29 arranged
under the container body 27. The flexible base substrate 29
engages the curved surface 11 of the lens 13 of the optic
device 9 so as to provide the interface between the optic
device 9 and the lens assembly 7. The container body 27 has
acup 31 with a side wall 33 defining a chamber 35 that holds
the electrowetting liquid lens 25. The side wall 33 defines a
closed-perimeter shape. In this embodiment, the closed-pe-
rimeter shape of the side wall 33 exemplarily defines a gen-
erally circular outer perimeter of the cup 31, and multiple
supports 37 extend in different directions from the cup 31
shown as extending radially from the outer perimeter of the
cup 31. The supports 37 are aligned with and arranged over
flaps 39 of the flexible base substrate 29, such that the flaps 39
also extend in different directions with respect to each other,
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like the supports 37. In this way, spaces 41 are defined
between adjacent pairs of the flaps 39 and supports 37.

Still referring to FIG. 1, both the container body 27 and the
flexible base substrate 29 may be made from a flexible mate-
rial, for example, a soft polymer material, such as a PDMS
material. This allows the lens assembly 7 to be easily flexible
and conform to the shape of the curved surface 11 of the lens
13 of the optic device 9. In this embodiment, the flexible base
substrate 29 is thinner than the container body 27. The lens
assembly 7 defines an inner segment 28 corresponding to a
projected footprint of the container body 27 relative to the
optic device 9. The lens assembly 7 defines an outer segment
30 corresponding to a projected footprint of a portion of the
flexible base substrate 29 that extends transversely beyond
the container body 27 relative to the optic device 9. In an
embodiment in which the container body 27 and flexible base
substrate 29 are made from the same soft polymer material
and in which the flexible base substrate 29 is thinner than the
container body 27, the flexible base substrate 29 is relatively
more flexible than the container body 27, whereby the outer
segment 30 of the lens assembly 7 is relatively more flexible
than the inner segment 28 of the lens assembly 7. This allows
the relatively thinner and more flexible outer segment 30 to
sustain more stress than the inner segment 28 when wrapping
and conforming the lens assembly 7 to the curved surface 11
of'the lens 13 of the optic device 9. In this way, substantially
all of the bending-induced stresses associated with curving
the lens assembly 7 about multiple axes to conform to the
curved surface 11 of the lens 13 of the optic device 9 may be
absorbed primarily by the flexible base substrate 29 and to a
lesser extent the supports 37 of the container body 27. This
allows bending-induced stresses realized toward a central
segment of the cup 31 to be nominal, whereby deformation of
the chamber 35 when wrapping and conforming the lens
assembly 7 to the curved surface 11 of the lens 13 of the optic
device 9 may also be nominal.

Referring now to FIG. 2, variable-focus lens system 5 is
mostly identical to that of FIG. 1, whereby such descriptions
are applicable here with respect to the variable-focus lens
system 5 of FIG. 2. The variable-focus lens system 5 of FIG.
2 differs from that of FIG. 1 in the following ways. In this
embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the optic device 9 is a contact
lens to be worn on an eye of a user, providing electrowetting-
based variable-focus characteristics by way of the lens assem-
bly 7. The power supply 19 may be an energy storage device
such as a battery or may be an energy-harvesting device, such
as a piezoelectric, inductive coil(s), or photovoltaic-based
energy harvesting device. The lens assembly 7 need not be
micro-sized, per se, but may instead be relatively larger, such
as including an electrowetting liquid lens 25 having a diam-
eter of between about 4 mm to 5 mm. Furthermore, the lens
assembly 7 and cooperating components may be embedded
into the contact lens optic device 9 such as by direct integra-
tion type embedment into material of the contact lens optic
device 9 or by their arrangement between multiple film layers
of the contact lens optic device 9.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the cup 31 of the container body
27 includes a multilayer coating 45. The multilayer coating
45 is arranged inwardly of an inner circumferential surface 47
of'the cup side wall 33. The multilayer coating 45 includes a
conductive film layer 49, a dielectric layer 51, and a hydro-
phobic coating layer 53, and defines an outer boundary of the
chamber 35 in which the electrowetting lens 25 is arranged. In
this embodiment, the conductive film layer 49 directly abuts
and is concentrically inward of the inner circumferential sur-
face 47 of the cup side wall 33. The conductive film layer 49
is electrically conductive, whereby the conductive film layer
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49 defines an electrode 55 operably connected to the control-
ler 17 by a conductor 23. The conductive film layer 49 may be
made from an indium tin oxide (ITO) material. The dielectric
layer 51 directly abuts and is concentrically inward of the
conductive film layer 49. The dielectric layer 51 may be made
from a silicon oxide (SiO,) material. The hydrophobic coat-
ing layer 53 directly abuts and is concentrically inward of the
dielectric layer 51. The hydrophobic coating layer 53 may be
made from a trichlorosilane material.

Still referring to FIG. 3, the electrowetting lens 25 abuts
and is concentrically inward of the hydrophobic coating layer
53. The electrowetting liquid lens 25 includes a first liquid 57
and a second liquid 59 abutting and immiscible with respect
to the first liquid 57 so as to define a curved interface 61
therebetween. Suitable immiscible liquids for use as the first
and second liquids 57, 59 include water and silicone oil. The
electrode 55, through the multilayer coating 45, is arranged in
the electrical contact with the first liquid 57. An electrode 63
is arranged in electrical contact with the second liquid 59 and
is operably connected to the controller 17 by a conductor 23.
In this way, the first and second liquids 57, 59 are arranged
within a circuit controlled by the controller 17 such that a
radius of curvature defined by the interface 61 is variable and
responsive to an electrical stimulus from the controller 17.
This allows the controller 17 to vary the radius of curvature of
the interface 61 for tuning the focal length of the electrowet-
ting liquid lens 25 so as to provide the variable-focus charac-
teristic to the variable-focus lens system 5. In one embodi-
ment, a clear cover layer 64 that may also be made from a soft
polymer material, such as a PDMS material, may be arranged
over the container body 27 so as to cover the electrowetting
liquid lens 25.

Referring now to FIG. 4, the lens assembly 7 is mostly
identical to that of FIG. 3, whereby such descriptions are
applicable here with respect to the lens assembly 7 of FIG. 4.
Thelens assembly 7 of FIG. 4 differs from that of FIG. 3 in the
following ways. The lens assembly 7 shown in FIG. 4 has a
multilayer coating 45 that coats the inside of the cup 31 and at
least partially overlies the cup 31. The conductive film layer
49 of this embodiment defines a first segment 65 extending
upwardly away from the flexible base substrate 29. A second
segment 67 of the conductive film layer 49 extends perpen-
dicular and outwardly away from the first segment 65. The
first segment 65 directly abuts and is concentrically inward of
the inner circumferential surface 47 of the cup side wall 33
and the second segment 67 directly abuts and overlies an
upper surface 69 of the cup side wall 33.

Referring now to FIG. 5 and with further reference to FIG.
1, an exemplary way of making a variable-focus lens system
5is shownin FIG. 5. Thelens assembly 7 is formed, including
forming a container body 27, represented at blocks 71 and 73,
respectively. Forming the container body 27 includes forming
acup 31 and supports 37, represented at blocks 75 and 77. The
cup 31 and supports 37 may be integral with each other and
prepared by making the container body 27 using a soft lithog-
raphy technique. This may include making a prepolymer
mold by using a mask corresponding to a perimeter shape(s)
of'the container body 27 upon a glass or other suitable lithog-
raphy substrate and photopatterning a prepolymer material
such as an isobornyl acrylate (IBA) material under ultra-
violet exposure, which in one embodiment may be at an
intensity of about 9 mW/cm? and for a time of about 20
seconds. The process of patterning IBA includes providing
the prepolymer of IBA and UV exposure so that the prepoly-
mer polymerizes to poly-IBA. The poly-IBA polymer mold
may be covered by a PDMS prepolymer mixture and cured at
atemperature less than about 80 degrees C., such as about 75
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degrees C. The PDMS prepolymer mixture may be cured for
about four hours. In one embodiment, this may provide a
container body 27 with a thickness of about 700 um and the
cup 31 may have an inside diameter corresponding to the
chamber 35 of about 5 mm, prior to coating. The particular
dimensions of the container body 27 may be selected based on
the intended end-use of the variable-focus lens system 5.

Referring now to FIG. 5, with further reference to FIG. 3,
block 79 represents applying the multilayer coating 45 to the
container body 27. The cup side wall 33 may be coated with
the conductive film layer 49 which may include sputter-coat-
ing the inner circumferential surface 47 and/or upper surface
69 (FIG. 4) with ITO. This may be done to provide the
conductive film layer 49 with an ITO thickness of about 50
nm or other suitable thickness and may be done at a tempera-
ture of less than about 40 degrees C., such as about 30 degrees
C. so as to define the electrode 55. The dielectric layer 51 is
applied against the conductive film layer 49. This may include
sputter-coating silicon oxide (Si0,) material against the con-
ductive film layer 49 to achieve a thickness of about 120 nm
or other suitable thickness of the dielectric layer 51. The
hydrophobic coating layer 53 may be applied to the surface of
the dielectric layer 51 by evaporating under vacuum pressure
to provide a layer of, for example, trichlorosilane material
over the SiO, or other material of the dielectric layer 51. This
may provide a thickness of about 10 nm or other suitable
thickness of the hydrophobic coating layer 53.

Still referring to FIG. 5 with further reference to FIG. 3, as
represented at block 81, the flexible base substrate 29 is also
made using a soft lithography technique. The soft lithography
technique for making the flexible base substrate 29 can be
mostly identical to that for making the container body 27,
whereby the above description of the soft lithography tech-
nique for making the container body 27 is applicable here
with respect to the flexible base substrate 29. The technique
differs in that the mask used corresponds to a perimeter shape
(s) of the flexible base substrate 29 and the flexible base
substrate 29 is made substantially thinner container body 27,
for example, less than about one-half of the thickness of the
container body 27, or about 300 pm in one embodiment. As
represented at block 83, the container body 27 is arranged
upon the flexible base substrate 29. This can be done by way
of'a bonding procedure. In one embodiment, respective sur-
faces of each of the container body 27 and flexible base
substrate 29 are treated with O, plasma and then bonded
together using a nonthermal, surface treatment-type, bonding
procedure. As represented at block 85, the electrowetting
liquid lens 25 is provided into the container body 27. This
may be done by filling the chamber 35 with the first and
second liquids 57, 59 that are immiscible, such as water and
silicone oil. The clear cover layer 64 may be arranged over the
electrowetting liquid lens 25 by way of an O, plasma non-
thermal, surface treatment-type, bonding procedure for bond-
ing the clear cover layer 64 to the container body 27. As
represented at block 87, the flat lens assembly 7 is arranged
upon the curved mounting surface 8. This may be done by
wrapping the lens assembly 7 onto the curved surface 11 of
the lens 13 of the optic device 9 and adhesively or otherwise
bonding the flexible base substrate 29 to the lens 13, or other
curved mounting surface 8. The electrodes 55, 63 are con-
nected by way of conductors 23 to the controller 17 of control
system 15.

Various modes of carrying out the invention are contem-
plated as being within the scope of the following claims
particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject
matter which is regarded as the invention.
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We claim:
1. A method of making a variable-focus lens system, com-
prising:

forming a lens assembly by,

forming a container body having a generally cylindrical
cup defining a chamber therein;

forming a flexible base substrate from a soft polymer
material;

arranging the container body relative to the flexible base
substrate such that the container body extends away
from the flexible base substrate,

providing an electrowetting liquid lens in the chamber of
the cup of the container body, the electrowetting lig-
uid lens including a first liquid and a second liquid
abutting and immiscible with respect to the first liquid
so as to define a curved interface between the first and
second liquids, the curved interface defining a radius
of curvature responsive to an electrical stimulus to
vary the radius of curvature for tuning a focal length of
the electrowetting liquid lens so as to provide a vari-
able-focus characteristic to the variable-focus lens
system,

arranging the lens assembly upon a curved mounting
surface such that the flexible base substrate of the lens
assembly bends to conform to a profile shape of the
curved mounting surface;

arranging a first electrode in the container body at a
location radically spaced from the cylindrical cup, the
first electrode being in electrical contact with the first
liquid;

arranging a second electrode in electrical contact with
the second liquid;

selectively applying the electrical stimulus to the first
and second liquids with the first and second electrodes
s0 to vary the radius of curvature of the electrowetting
lens and tune the focal length of the electrowetting
liquid lens.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the container body
includes multiple supports extending outwardly from the cup
and over the flexible base substrate in different directions.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the curved mounting
surface is defined upon an optic device having a curvilinear
surface, and the method further includes arranging the lens
assembly upon the optic device such that the flexible base
substrate curves about multiple axes for conforming to the
curvilinear surface of the optic device.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the optic device is a
camera lens.

5. The method of claim 3 further comprising forming the
container body and the flexible base substrate so that the
flexible base substrate is thinner than the container body.

6. The method of claim 5 further comprising forming both
the container body and the flexible base substrate from the
soft polymer material.

7. The method of claim 5 wherein the soft polymer material
is a polydimethylsiloxane material.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the container body is
formed from a prepolymer mixture that is cured as a curing
temperature and the method further includes applying at least
one of a conductive film layer, a dielectric layer, and a hydro-
phobic coating layer to the container body at an application
temperature that is lower than the curing temperature.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the cup of the container
body defines a side wall having an inner circumferential
surface and the method further includes applying each of the
conductive film layer, dielectric layer, and hydrophobic coat-
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ing layer upon the inner circumferential surface of the side
wall of the cup at the application temperature that is lower
than the curing temperature.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the curing temperature
is less than about 80 degrees C. and the application tempera-
ture is less than about 40 degrees C.

11. A variable-focus lens system, comprising:

an electrowetting liquid lens for providing a variable-focus
characteristic to the variable-focus lens system, the elec-
trowetting liquid lens including a first liquid and a sec-
ond liquid abutting and immiscible with respect to the
first liquid so as to define a curved interface between the
first and second liquids, the curved interface responsive
to a stimulus to vary a radius of curvature of the curved
interface for tuning a focal length of the electrowetting
liquid lens;

a container body having a generally cylindrical cup defin-
ing a chamber therein and housing the electrowetting
liquid lens;

aflexible base substrate arranged below and supporting the
container body, the flexible base substrate movable
between a first position wherein the flexible base sub-
strate defines a substantially planar profile and a second
position wherein the flexible base substrate defines a
substantially curved profile shape;

afirst electrode received in the container body at a location
radially spaced from the cylindrical cup, the first elec-
trode being in electrical contact with the first liquid; and

a second electrode arranged in electrical contact with the
second liquid; and

wherein the selective application of the stimulus to the first
and second liquids with the first and second electrodes
varies the radius of curvature of the electrowetting lens
and tunes the focal length of the electrowetting liquid
lens.

12. The variable-focus lens system of claim 11 wherein the
curved interface defines a radius of curvature responsive to an
electrical stimulus.

13. The variable-focus lens system of claim 11 further
comprising an optic device defining a curved surface and
wherein the lens assembly is arranged upon the curved sur-
face of the optic device.

14. The variable-focus lens system of claim 13 wherein the
lens assembly is arranged upon the optic device such that the
flexible base substrate conforms to the curved surface of the
optic device.

15. The variable-focus lens system of claim 14 wherein the
optic device is a camera lens.

16. The variable-focus lens system of claim 14 wherein the
optic device is a contact lens.

17. The variable-focus lens system of claim 11 wherein the
container body includes multiple supports extending over the
flexible base substrate and outwardly from the cup in different
directions.

18. The variable-focus lens system of claim 17 wherein the
cup of the container body includes a side wall defining a
generally circular outer perimeter of the cup and wherein the
multiple supports extend radially from the outer perimeter of
the cup.

19. The variable-focus lens system of claim 17 wherein the
cup of the container body includes a cup side wall defining an
inner circumferential surface, the first electrode, a dielectric
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layer, and a hydrophobic coating layer are arranged between
the electrowetting liquid lens and the inner circumferential
surface of the cup side wall.

20. The variable-focus lens system of claim 19 wherein an
upper surface of the flexible base substrate supports the elec-
trowetting liquid lens from below and the hydrophobic coat-
ing layer transversely supports the electrowetting liquid lens.

21. The variable-focus lens system of claim 19 wherein the
second electrode is arranged upon the flexible base substrate
for electrically communicating with the electrowetting liquid
lens.

22. The variable-focus lens system of claim 17 wherein the
flexible base substrate defines an inner segment arranged
below the cup of the container body and multiple flaps
extending outwardly from the flexible base substrate inner
segment and respectively arranged below the multiple sup-
ports of the container body.

23. The variable-focus lens system of claim 11 wherein
both of the container body and flexible base substrate are
formed from a soft polymer material.

24. The variable-focus lens system of claim 23 wherein the
soft polymer material is a polydimethylsiloxane material.

25. A variable-focus lens system, comprising:

an eiectrowetting liquid lens for providing a variable-focus
characteristic to the variable-focus lens system, the elec-
trowetting liquid lens including a first liquid and a sec-
ond liquid abutting and immiscible with respect to the
first liquid so as to define a curved interface between the
first and second liquids, the curved interface defining a
radius of curvature responsive to an electrical stimulus
to vary the radius of curvature for tuning a focal length of
the electrowetting liquid lens so as to provide a variable-
focus characteristic to the variable-focus lens system;

a container body having a cup defining a chamber therein
and housing the electrowetting liquid lens and a support
connected to and extending away from the cup in a
transverse direction;

aflexible base substrate arranged below and supporting the
container body, the flexible base substrate movable
between a first position wherein the flexible base sub-
strate defines a substantially planar profile and a second
position wherein the flexible base substrate defines a
substantially curved profile shape;

a first electrode in the container body at a location radially
spaced from the cup, the first electrode being in electri-
cal contact with the first liquid; and

a second electrode arranged in electrical contact with the
second liquid;

wherein the selective application or the electrical stimulus
to the first and second liquids with the first and second
electrodes varies the radius of curvature of the elec-
trowetting lens and tunes the focal length of the elec-
trowetting Liquid lens.

26. The variable-focus lens system of claim 25 wherein the
container body includes multiple supports extending from the
cup in different directions and overlying the flexible base
substrate.

27. The variable-focus lens system of claim 26 wherein the
flexible base substrate defines an inner segment arranged
below the cup of the container body and multiple flaps
extending outwardly from the flexible base substrate inner
segment and respectively arranged below the multiple sup-
ports of the container body.

#* #* #* #* #*



	Bibliography
	Abstract
	Drawings
	Description
	Claims

